CHAPTER XI
THE RUPTUHE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
"OEFORE I received official notice  of the opening of the
JD   unrestricted U-boat campaign, I had a further interview
with Mr. House, concerning the peace activities of the President,
and the telegram describing it which I sent to the Foreign Office,
Berlin, is reproduced below:
CIPHER TELEGRAM No. 212
" (Answer to Telegram No. 149 of the 7th January.)
" Washington, January i6th, 1917.
" Your Excellency's authority in regard to Mr* House duly
availed of. He told me Wilson Considered this pronouncement
of Imperial Government supremely valuable. As regards further
developments of Wilson's efforts for peace, I can say nothing
definite. This much only is certain, that at present moment
President has no other thought than that of bringing about peace,
and will endeavour to achieve this end with the utmost energy
and all means in his power, A further pronouncement of Wilson's
is expected almost immediately; it will probably take form of a
communication to Congress. Apparently it will consist of an
appeal to the American people to help him to enforce peace;
in any case both he and House praise the Hearst Press article,
which is written from that point of view- Whether means
adopted will be to place an embargo on all exports is difficult to
say. Maybe the threat of an embargo will be enough to force
our enemies to a conference.
11 From the above it is clear that we cannot afford to have
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